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Hadrian because probably the most interesting of his labours
were what he did in the eastern parts of his dominion and
especially in the Greek world which he so greatly cherished,
but the same argument applies to many other Roman
Emperors. It is quite true that in all sciences you have
overlaps and that you have to treat the same facts from two
or more points of view; that for different purposes you want to
know the history of all the issues of a particular mint as well
as all the issues of a particular Emperor. The ideal system
would no doubt be to have a double catalogue. This ideal
standard, however, like most ideal things, including men and
women, is practically unattainable and the question remains,
which is the most useful method of arrangement in cataloguing
coins; to treat them as historical monuments or as the different
kinds of local money, a point on which the numismatist and
the historian would probably not agree. I should like to
suggest a compromise. There is a plan which was followed
by the older numismatists and which was also followed
partially and imperfectly in later times in Babelon's Cata-
logues, which would, if more elaborately carried out, meet
the difficulty I am mentioning. I tried to persuade my friend
Grueber to adopt it in his learned work on the Coinage of
Republican Rome, which is a vast magazine of information
on a difficult and involved subject. The plan I would
suggest, which might perhaps be adopted in the volumes
dealing with the Imperial series, is to put at the end of
the coinage of each emperor an alphabetical list of all the
known so-called Greek Imperial coins struck in the reign with
a reference in each case to the volume of the Greek series or
the monograph or treatise where each coin has been described
and is discussed in detail. May I commend the suggestion to
my friends Mr. Hill and Mr. Mattingly, the latter of whom
is preparing the first volume of the Roman Imperial Series.
In default of this solution could not one of them give us
a special volume containing a list of Imperial Greek coins